YAATINA OIKO2YZTHMATA

E=EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOIEIOY
To pakpivo mapeA@oyv .... N aAAIw¢ or pifec
tn¢ Meooyeiou

TnBug: yubikn TnOUg, kK6pn TNG 'NG Kal ToU
Oupavou, adeApn Kal ouluyog Tou QKeavou
— OUMBOAO TNG YOVINOTNTAOG VIO TOUG
apxaioug 'EAANveg

TnBU¢: To 6vopa TTou £dwaoav ol N'ewAoyol
oTn MEYAAN, apxEyovn 0adAacoa (N KAOAUTEPQ
WKEAVO) TTOU CUYKEVTPWVE YUPW TNG OAEG
TIG NTTEIPOUG TTOU OXNMATICAV MIA EviAid
ntreipo TNV Mayyaia; TnOUS n unTéEpa
BaAaocoa Tng Meocoyeiou (370 gk. Xpov. TTpiIv)



YAATINA OIKO2YZTHMATA

Some 200 million
years ago the
continents were more
or less united and
formed one gigantic
land mass called
Pangaea. The tectonic
forces which still
govern movements
of the Earth’s crust
today caused the
continents to slowly
break apart, thereby
creating primeval
seas and the nuclei
of the present oceans.




YAATINA OIKO2YZTHMATA

E=EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOIEIOY
To pakpivo mapeA@oyv .... N aAAIw¢ or pifec
tn¢ Meooyeiou

Tn6uc: .. Bhua 20

mTpIv TrepiTTou 180 eKaT. XpOvia n OIapKNG
METAKIVNON TWV NTTEIPWTIKWYV TTAOKWYV =
TEMaXIoNO Mayyaiag: atrokotr AQPIKAG ATTO
Eupaocia, atropydkpuvon pog Ta AuTIKd
Apepikavikwy HITEipwVv = ouveXEiG METARBOAEG
via mrepitrou 110 ekaT. Xpovia

XapaKTnpioTiIKa TnOUog otV TEPIOdO AUTA:
Oeppun KAl TPOTTIKA OGAacoa oTNV OTTOIx
KUplapXouoav EPTTETA, WApPIa, NOAAKIO KOl
KOPKIVOEION
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YAATINA OIKO2Y2THMATA

E=EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOIEIOY
To pakpivo mapeA@oyv .... N aAAIw¢ or pifec
tn¢ Meooyeiou

Tn6uc: .. Bhua 3o

TTPIV TTEPITTOU 65-70 eKaT. XpOVIa cuvERBnocav
TPOMEPES AAAAYEC OTOV TTAAVATN YN EEAITIOG
EITE TNG TTPOCTITWONG METEWPITWYV EITE ECAITIOG
NPAICTEIOKNG OPACTNPIOTNTAG

= {NPA: ega@avion deIvooaupwyv

= TnOUG: e€apavion HEYAAWYV HAAAKIWY OTTWG
Ol OMMWVITEG KAl Ol UTTEAEMVITEG, MEYAAWYV
BaAdooiwyv deIvooaupwyv, TTOAAWYV EI0WV
WYAPIWV KAl TTAOYKTOVIKWY OPYOVICHWV



YAATINA OIKO2YZTHMATA

E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovnc Mesooyeiou

Apxéyovn Meooyeiog: .. Bhua 10 — O oxnuariocuog

TTPIV TTEPITTOU 65 EKAT. XPOVIA Ol YEWAOYIKEG
METABOAEC (OCUYKpouon APpPIKNS Kal Eupaciag
oTO UYog TS Méong AvaTtoAng) =
KATOKEPMUATIONOS ThOUOC = ATTOKOTTH
MOKPOOTEVOU OUTIKOU TMAMATOG (ATAOVTIKOG)
a1ro TO AVATOAIKO TMAMA (IvVOOEIpNVIKOG) =
OXNMATIOCMOG OTO MECO TNS TTaAIAG TnOUOG HIaGg
BaAaocoag TTou TTaYIOEUUEV AVANESO OE 3
NITEIPOUC OTO HECO TNG NG Oev pTTOpOUCE
Tapa va ovouaotei = MEZOIMNEIOZ
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Points of
communication on the
eastern and Pacific
sides became fewer
and fewer until
eventual complete
breakaway, caused by
the counterclockwise
rotation of Africa and
the Arabian peninsula
which became joined
to Eurasia. These
movements also
contributed to the
formation of the
mountain range which
stretches from the
Pyrenees to the Alps
and down on into
south-eastern Europe,
creating a barrier that
protects the
Mediterranean from the
cold of the north.



YAATINA OIKO2Y2THMATA

E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovnc Mesooyeiou

Apxéyovn Msooyeio¢: .. Byua 20 — ol
OIaKUUAvVOEIC TS OTABUNC TOU VEPOU

via pia TTEPiodo 10 eKAT. XPOVIA O YEWAOYIKES
METABOAEC Kal Ol OIOKUMAVOEISC TS OTABUNG TWV
VEPWYV OTNV AEKAVN ATAV EVTOVEG = MEYAAEG
Xepoaieg ektaocelg (Pwoia, Nepuavia)
KOAUTTTOVTOV PE VEPA OE CUYKEKPIMEVEG
TEPIOOOUC TTANUMUPWY = H NEAETN TWV
ATTOAIBWHATWY OEiXVElI OTI AUTEG Ol TTEPIOXEG
gTToIKiCovTaVv ATré BaAdocoia QUTA Kal {wWa TTOAU
TTAPOMOIO OE OXAMA Kal TNV BiIoAoyia NE auTA
ToU geu@avidovrtal oTiG BAAACOES TOU TTAAVATN



YAATINA OIKO2Y2THMATA

EZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovne Mesooyeiou

Apxéyovn Msooyeio¢: .. Ta xapakrnpIioTIKA TNG

N CUYKPITIKN TTaAalovToAoyia & TO UTTOAEIPpATO
TWV KOPOAAAIOYEVWYV @PPAYMATWY KAl TNG
TPOTTIKNG XAWPIdaC

Apxéyovn Meooyelog: Balacoa Bepun HE
TPOTTIKA £i0N YAPIWV KOl €i0N HOKPOPUKWYV Kl
UOPORBIWYV PUTWYV TTAPOMOIWYV UE AUTA TTOU
ONMEPA ECATTAWVOVTAI OTNV TTEPIOXN TOU IvdOo-
Eipnvikou



BENOIKA OIKO2YZTHMATA

E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovnc Mesooyeiou

« Apyxéyovn Mesooyeioc: .. Ta xapakKrnpIoTIKA TN

Apxéyovn Meooyelog: BaAacoa OTTou
eCaTTAWVOVTAV BAGCOI101 OPYAVIOUOI

- Zuvepya KopaAAia Goniastrea, Goniopora,
Euphyllia, Stylophora, Heliapora

- NaurTiAol

- MatrayaAowapa Kai di1d@opa aAAa €idn
Yyapiwyv

TTOU CHEPO CUVAVTWVTAI OTOUG
KopaAAloyeveic upaAoug otigc MaAdifeg kal TO
Great Barrier Reef otnv AuocTtpaAia
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E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovnc Mesooyeiou

« Apyxéyovn Meooyeioc: .. Bnua 3o — Badilovrac
ITPOC TOV Bavaro tn¢

H ep@avion Twv AATTEWYV KAl N ATTONAKPUVON
TNG Zapdnviag kal Kopoikng amoé tnv N.
EupwTrn (TrepitTrou 25 eKaT. XpOvia TTpiv)
ONMOVE TNV AapXN TOU TEAOUG TNG apXEyovng
Meooyeiou wg pIag TPOTTIKAG OAAaooag Kal TNV
apXN AaTTOKOTTAG TNG a1ro ToVv lvoo-EipnVviko

10-12 exat. Xpovia mTpiv n apxEyovn Meooyeiog
ATTOTEAOUOCE pIa OAAaOC OO TTOU KAAUTTTE HEYAAO
MEPOG TWV AKTWYV TNG B.EupwTrng
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E=ZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ MEZOTIEIOY
H véveon kai e€€AiIEn tn¢ apxéyovng Msooyeiou

« Apyxéyovn Meooyeioc: .. Bnua 3o — Badilovrac
ITPOC TOV Bavaro Tn¢

9-10 gKaT. XpOVIA TTPIV VEPA TNGS METOAKIVABNKAV =
A.EupwTtrn (kaAutrtovrag Tnv onuepiv Ouyyapia,
Poupavia kail peyaAo pEpog tnG N.Pwaiag)

H OaAaooia aut) AEKAvN — TEPAOTIO OE EKTAON KAl
OXETIKA pnXnN- atroteAouce TnV MNaparebu OdAacoa

Méoa oe 3 repiTTOU €KAT. XpOVvia n atrodeon
ICNMATWY = UETATPOTIN OE XEPOAIO KOMMATI;
TEAEUTAIA UTTOAEIMpOTO = AIJVEG ME OIN@POPETIKA
aAatoTnta (1r.X. onuepivy KaoTria, Aipveg Balaton
Kai Aral)
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E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovnc Mesooyeiou

« Apyxéyovn Meooyeioc: .. Bnua 3o — Badilovrac
ITPOC TOV Bavaro TnC — 1a XAPAKTNPIOTIKA TNC

Ol dAAQYEG HETAEU XEPOAIWY Kal OOAACTIWY
TMNUATWY TNV TEAEUTAIa TTEPIOOO

EIXaV WG ATTOTEAEOHA KAIMATIKEG OAAAYEG (MEIWON
OEPpHOKPACIWY OE OXEOT UE AUTEG TTOU
ETMIKPATOUCAV TNV TTPONYOUHMEVN XPOVIKN TTEPI0OO)
& METATPOTIA TNG OAAAOCCUG OE UTTOTPOTTIKI)

=> [MoAAd €idn TPOTTIKA §a@avioTnKaVv TN TTEPIOdO
OUTH - AVTIKOTAOCTAOT OTTO UTTOTPOTTIKA/EUKPATO
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During its evolution
the Mediterranean
experienced a long
period of total
isolation. This was
caused by the
convergence of the
continental blocks
which eventually cut
off the Mediterranean
basin from the
Atlantic Ocean.

As a result huge
lakes formed, which
gradually turned into
immense salt-
encrusted flats (top).
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EZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
H yéveon kai e€€AiEn Tn¢ apxéyovne Mesooyeiou

 Apyxéyovn Mesooyeioc: .. Bnua 40 — n reAsuraia
mepiodog NS (wng NS

N ATTOKOTTN TNG AEKAVNG ATTO TNV £TTAPI TNG ME TOV
Ivdo-EipnVviko Kal n oTadlaKn HEIWON TNG
ETTIKOIVWVIAG ME TOV ATAAVTIKO HEXPI TNV
OAOKANPWTIKA ATTOKOTTN TNS KAl a1T0 TNV 0aAacoa
auTtn (kAgioipo Tou MNBpaATap) — 6-6.5 ekart. xpovia
mPIV

MeETATPOTIN TNG Meooyeiou o€ Hia KAgloTh BaAacoa
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E-EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ ME2OI'EIOY
Mesooyeioc w¢ KAsiorn OaAacoa — Msoonviakn Kpion

« H diatApnon Twv vepwyv TG Meooyeiou
BaocioTav TTAEOV HOVOV OTNV ICOPPOTTI
OVAMECA OTIC EICPOES YAUKOU VEPOU ATTO TNV
¢nNPa Kal TIG BPOXOTTTWOEIC ATTO TNV HIA KOl TNV
ECATMION ATTO TNV AAAN

oTadIOKN MEIWON TNG OTAOUNG TOU VEPOU TNG
Meooyeiou (e puBud 1m/xpovo)

= OAOKANPWTIKA atro¢ipavon tng Meocoyeiou pye
MIKPEG HOVOV EKTAOCEIG TTOU KAAUTTTOVTOV OTTO

TTOAU aApUPO vEPO — Meoonviakn Kpion
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Prolonged isolation
resulted in almost
total disappearance
of life-forms and the
formation of
immense salt
deposits which
reached a thickness
of 2000 metres in
places (top).

The drawing below
(to be compared
with the previous
one) highlights the
effects of the almost
total absence of
water in the

Mediterranean basin.
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E=ZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ MEZOI'EIOY

Mesooyeioc w¢ KAsiorn OaAacoa — Msoonviakn kpion

H amrodei¢n TNG OUYKEKPINEVNS PONG
METABOAWYV KAl YEYOVOTWYV £YIVE HOAIG TO 1970
OTTO TIG ECEPEUVNTIKEG ATTOOTOAEG TOU Q/2
Glomar Challenger ota TrAaicia Tou d1efvoug
EPEUVNTIKOU TTpoypapuatog DSPD (Deep Sea
Drilling Project)

OVOKAAUWYN HEYAAWYV UTTOCTPWHATWY OTTO
aAdTi oTn Aekavn TnG Meooyeiou: eBatropiteg



YAATINA OIKOZYETHMATA
E=ZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ MEZOIEIOY

Meooyeioc w¢ KAsiorn @adaocoa — Msoonviakn kpion

*  TO MEYAAOQ CTPWHMOATA EBATTOPITWYV TTOU
KaAutrTouv Tov BaAacolo BuBo Tng Meooyeiou
aTTOOEIKVUOUYV OTI N d1adIKaoia atrognpavong
EYIVE HECA ATTO O1AOO0XIKA ETTAVAAAUBavVOUEVA
o1adia (40 cUPEWVA PUE OPICHEVOUGS
ETTIOTAMOVEG) ME TTANUHUPEG Kal ATTOognpavon

 "Exel utroAoyioTei 611 TO 6% TWV AAATWYV TTOU
NTav OIOAUMEVO OTOUG WKEAVOUG TNV TTEPIODO
EKEIVN OUYKEVTPWONKE otn Meoodyeio



YAATINA OIKOZYZTHMATA
EZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOI'EIOY

Meooyeioc w¢ KAsiorn @adaocoa — Msoonviakn Kpion
... OIAPKEIA KAl EMITTTWOEIC 0TV UuttoBaAaocoia {wn

« H diapkela Tng Meoonviakng Kpiong nTav
mTepiTTou 1-1.5 €KaT. Xpovia

« H Meoonviakn Kkpion odNynoe oTnV £§a@avion
TWV TTEPICOOTEPWYV HOPPWV BaAacolag (wWNGS
otn Meooyelo; NMoAU Aiyol a1rdé TOUG KATOIKOUG
TNG TTPponyoupevng TnOuog B6aAacocag Kai
Apxéyovng Meooyegiou KaTa@epayv va
emi{oouv (TTIBavweg aveXOHEVOI TIGC TTOAU
UWPNAEG TIMEG OAATOTNTAG OTIG MIKPES EKTACEIG
VEPOU TTOU UTTHPXOV) KAl ENPAvICoOVTal KAl
onuepa otn Meooyeio (utroAgipypaTta Tng TnBUog
— Tethvan relicts)



YAATINA OIKOZYETHMATA
E=ZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ MEZOIEIOY

Meooyeio¢ w¢ KAsiorny ©Oadaocoa — Msoonviakn
Kpion ... TAYKOOMIEC KAIUATIKEC AAAQYEC

 H Meoonviakn Kpion €€aITiag TNG MEIWHMEVNG
OAATOTNTOG OTOUG TTOYKOOMIOUG WKEAVOUG
—

au¢non oXNUATIOMOU TTAYWYV KUPIWG OTNV
AVTOPKTIKA

= WuxpOoTEPO KAINO TTOYKOO MIA
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E=EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA THZ MEZOI'EIOY
Meooyeioc — H Avayévvnon tng

« 5.5 ekar. xpovia TpIiv = YyIyavTIaiou NEYEOOUC
OEIOMOG (TTOU CUVOEOTAV ME YEWOTATIKEG
METOKIVAOEIG) = CTTACINO TNS XEPOAIAG OTN
mTepioxn Tou MNpBpaAtrap = dnuioupyia Tou
MEYOAUTEPOU KATAPPAKTN OTNV ICTOPIA TOU
NMAavATn I'n = TepaoTieG paceg vepou (1000
POPEC AUTWYV TOU KaTtappakTtn Tou Niayapa) =
gicodo¢ otn Meodyeio

 Aladikaoia Trou diInpkeoce TrepitTou 1000 xpovia

@aIVOUEVO EiXE WG ATTOTEAECHO = MEIWON TNG
OTAOUNG TOU VEPOU OTOUG TTAYKOOMIOUG
WKEAVOUG KaTta 12m
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E=EAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOIEIOY
Meooyeioc — H Avayévvnon tng. ... Mia ouvexng olepyacia

O1 avTaAAayEg vepoU e TOV ATAOVTIKOU
OUVEXIOTNKAV Kal aKOuNn ouvexiovral =
OIOKUMAVOEIGC TG OTAOMNG TWV VEPWYV TNG
Meooyeiou (80-100m avuypwvovTal Kal
KatafuBiovtal Ta vepA TNG AEKAVNG AUTHG NOVOV
Ta TeAeuTtaia 18.000 xpovia)

A10OOXIKES KAIMATOAOYIKA OIAPOPETIKEG TTEPIOOOI =
OIOKUMAVOEIG OTIGC AVTAAAQYEG VEPOU HE ATAOVTIKO
= OIOCTAMOTA ME PEUHATA KPUWYV BabBiwv vepwv
a1ro TNV APKTIKN TTEPIOX N — MNayeTwodEeIg TTEPpiodol &
OI0CTAMATA ME ETTIPAVEIOKA PEUMATO VEPWYV ATTO
TPOTTIKEG TTEPIOXEG - MeooOTTOYETWOEIG TTEPIODOI
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EZEAIKTIKH IXTOPIA THX MEZOI'EIOY

Meooyeioc — H Avayévvnon tng. ... MId OUVEXNS
diepyacia & emIMTwWoEIC oTa OaAaocoia oikoouoTRNATa

 O1010(pOoPOTTOINCEIC OTNV OCUVOEC TOU VEPOU
a1ro TOV ATAQVTIKOU OTN OIAPKEIA TNG OXETIKA
TPOOCPATNG YEWAOYIKNG ICTOPIAG TNG
Meooyeiou = grroikion otn Meooyeio
XAwPIidac Kal TTavidoag ME OINPOPETIKES
(O1OaMETPIKA AVTIOETEG) OIKOAOYIKEG ATTAITAOEIG
(Beppo@IAa & Yuxpo@IAa €idNn): n emRiwon Twy
EI0WV PE OINPOPETIKI TTPOEAEUON Eival
QTTOTEAECHA TNG IKAVOTNTAG TOU KAOEVOGS va
MTTOPEI VO TTPOCAPMOOCTEI ME TOV
KATOAANAOTEPO TPOTTO OTIG HETARBAAAOMEVEGS
TEPIBAAAOVTIKEG OUVONKEG
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The collapse or W

further sinking

of the Gibraltar
threshold led to the
formation of a huge
wall of cascading
Atlantic water
which slowly filled
the Mediterranean
and brought it new
life (top).

The diagram below
shows how the
cascading water
first filled the
western basins and
then - once it had
passed the ridges
across the Sicilian
canal - flowed on
into the eastern

basins. ‘, ‘r

SO




BENOIKA OIKOZYZTHMATA
EZEAIKTIKH IZTOPIA TH2Z ME2ZOI'EIOY

Meooyeioc — O1 teAguraisg (mpooparec) aAAayég ... 01a
XEIPOC avBpwrrou’

« H diavoi¢n Tng Aiwpuyag Tou 20VEC =
QTTOKATACTOON £TTIKOIVWVIAG TG Meooyegiou e
ToV IvOo-Eipnviko QKeavo = €TTOIKION OTN
Meodyeio 10wV XAwWPIdAS Kal TTavidag JE
£CATTAWON 0TOUG QKEAVOU AUTOUG: N £TTIfiwon
TWV €1I0WV auTWV oTnNV Agkavn Tng Meocoyeiou
EiVal ATTOTEAEOHA TNG IKAVOTNTAG TOU KOBEVOC
VO UTTOPEI VO TTPOCOPMUOOCTEI ME TOV
KATOAANAOTEPO TPOTTO OTIC IDIAITEPES
TEPIBAAAOVTIKEG CUVONKEG TTOU ETTIKPATOUV
edw
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B | \\/\/v/v\} Shown here is a
simplified section
of the floor of the

Mediterranean,
stretching from
Gibraltar through
the Sicilian channel
to the Levantine
basin.

This map illustrates
the Mediterranean
as we knouw it
today, with its
familiar boundaries,
islands and straits.




YAATINA OIKOXYZTHMATA
Meooyeio¢ ...n 1oTopia TN £EEAIENCS TNC uE pia paTiall

-20.000.000 xpévia




