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Basic information

Population: 60 million people

Administrative capital: Pretoria; 
Legislative capital: Cape Town; 
Judicial capital: Bloemfontein

11 official languages: Afrikaans, 
English, Ndebele, Northern 
Sotho, Sotho, Swazi, Tswana, 
Tsonga, Venda, Xhosa, and Zulu



Natural landscape



Cape of Good Hope



History and its legacies

https://www.vox.com/videos/2021/4/19/22391869/why-south-africa-is-still-so-segregated

https://www.vox.com/videos/2021/4/19/22391869/why-south-africa-is-still-so-segregated


Native American lands and legislation



Native American lands and legislation



Urban divisions

Cape Town







Johannesburg







For more images of division in different 
countries, check the Unequal Scenes project



Apartheid







Educational institutions abroad



Nelson Mandela (1918-2013)



South Africa in popular 
culture

Cinema



Blood Diamond (2006)



Invictus (2010)



Wild Ocean documentary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAfjQxSttSI



The literature of South Africa

▪ Nadine Gordimer (Nobel, 1991)

▪ J.M. Coetzee (Nobel, 2003)

▪ Njabulo Ndebele’s urge “to 
rediscover the ordinary”



J.M. Coetzee



Experimentation with form

Diary of a Bad Year



Thank you!


