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UNESCO Sites Navigator  

Tool Mastery Sheet 

 

 

 

Goal: Before analyzing any heritage site, learn to control the 
Navigator interface, especially the ADVANCED tab where 
datasets and analytical tools are located. 
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1. Enter the Platform: https://whc.unesco.org/en/wh-gis/ 
 

• Open the UNESCO World Heritage Sites Navigator. 
• Scrawl down and click on “Launch full screen” 
• You are now in the BASIC view (note the buttons top-right: BASIC, 

ADVANCED, ALERTS) 
• Overlay your cursor on the tools arrayed on the horizontal menu to 

read the labels 
• The menu on the left frame filters the master list of UNESCO sites by 

country, region, and select attributes. 
• Click on each arrow to open the sub-menu. Experiment with the 

options. 

 
 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/wh-gis/
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2. Navigate the Map 

• Scroll to zoom in/out. 
• Click-drag to pan across regions. 
• Use the home icon to reset to a global view. 
• Test the search tool (magnifying glass) by typing a region or site 

name of interest to you. 
• Click on the Layers button and toggle on the World Heritage sub-

menu items (boundaries and buffers). 
• Zoom in to any place with UNESCO sites to make them visible. 
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• Next, click on the measurement/ruler button, zoom into the map to 
identify a bounded and buffered site, and experiment with measuring 
distance and area. 

• DISTANCE: Place the first point and drag the cursor. 

• AREA: place the first point anywhere in the perimeter of a buffer zone 
and add a series of points along the perimeter until you complete the 
polygon.  
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3. Explore Datasets (click on the ADVANCED view – top right) 

Expand and collapse each dataset category: 

• UNESCO Designated Sites 
• Near Real-Time / Forecasts 
• Protection and Management 
• Natural Values 
• Climate 
• Socioeconomic 
• Threats and Drivers 
•  

 

For each category: 

• Toggle individual layers on/off. 
• Observe what changes on the map. 
• Open the three-dot menu to view information or symbology. 
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Example: Click on the Socioeconomic dataset and explore the sub-menu 
options. Here we see “Water stress”. Click on the … symbol to see the 
legend and measurements. 

 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Confirm Your Competency 

Before moving to site analysis, check that you can: 

• Navigate freely across the map 
• Activate/deactivate layers 
• Read legends and dataset symbols 
• Measure distance and area 
• Export/screenshot the map 
• Locate a site via the search tool 
• Interpret a basic pop-up panel 

Once you can perform all steps confidently, proceed to your chosen test 
case analysis of “human security and cultural heritage”: Any region, 
any country, any type. 
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"Vineyard Landscape of Piedmont:  
Langhe-Roero and Monferrato" World Heritage site 
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SITES AND BUFFER ZONES 
 

 

 

THREATS AND PREASURES DATABASE 

AGRICULTURAL PRESSURES 

 

 

EXERCISE 
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Today we’re going to learn how to use the UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites Navigator to examine a single test case: the 
Vineyard Landscape of Piedmont: Langhe–Roero and Monferrato 
in northern Italy. I will make the argument that it will help us 
introduce the rationale for European regional integration. 
 
UNESCO classifies this as a cultural landscape, meaning it’s the 
product of long-term interaction between people, landforms, 
climate, and cultivation practices. Over centuries, viticulture, 
settlement patterns, and local institutions have shaped a highly 
structured rural landscape. At the same time, this landscape is 
exposed to a range of pressures: climate change, market 
volatility, tourism, land consolidation, and environmental 
hazards. 
 
Your job is to treat it as a human security problem. It’s ideal for 
showing how the Navigator’s geospatial view can be read 
together with textual documents to think about: 
 

• human security (livelihoods, community stability, 
vulnerabilities), and 

• human security infrastructure (landscape, institutions, 
and practices that sustain people over time). 

 
So, next steps: You will use the Navigator and a small set of 
UNESCO documents to answer three questions: 
 

• What kinds of risks and pressures can we see or infer in 
and around this landscape? 
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• How does this vineyard region function as a form of “human 
security infrastructure” – something that supports 
livelihoods, identity, and social cohesion? 

• Where do you see tensions between economic opportunity, 
landscape conservation, and long-term human security? 

 
You’ll all work individually, following the same steps. At the end 
we will compare your interpretations of this site as a “human 
security” landscape and a reflection upon “the European 
project.” 
 


