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Financing “culture” 
is not the same 
as financing 
“cultural heritage”

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cu
lture-and-heritage



Heritage Financing Typology
Six models of cultural heritage financial support

The principle of layering:  No heritage project operates with a single financial model. In practice, sites combine state ownership, 
philanthropic grants, tourism revenue, community volunteers, and public-private partnerships. Understanding this layering is essential to 
analyzing EU financial instrument in support of cultural heritage.





https://whc.unesco.org/en/intassistance

https://whc.unesco.org/en/intassistance




Angkor receives millions of visitors each year, and ticket revenues are substantial. The logic behind 
the system is that heritage can “pay for itself” through tourism, reducing reliance on public budgets. 

Angkor Wat, Cambodia



The Pilsen Alliance operates through small grants, donations, and community organizing. It protects 
the social and cultural life of the neighborhood, which is equally a form of heritage. The murals that 
adorn the neighborhood has animated the public’s interest.

The Pilsen neighborhood
Chicago, South Side



“Converted historic warehouses and red brick new-builds characterise Kampus, a recently 
completed large-scale development in central Manchester by Dutch architecture firm Mecanoo…”

https://enkimagazine.com/kampus-district-elevates-citys-diversity-vibrant-canalside/

Manchester, UK



The security & cultural heritage complex

• Human security
• Heritage financing

• Geopolitics 
Thank you for listening

Aleppo Citadel, Syria



IN-CLASS REFLECTION (5 minutes)

Take five minutes to reflect silently on the following 
prompt. You may jot notes if helpful.

Of the six financing models we discussed today…

• public, 
• supranational, 
• philanthropic, 
• market-based, 
• community-based, 
• hybrid

…which do you believe best serves the goals of 
cultural heritage stewardship? Why? What values or 
principles inform your preference?

Suggested written reflection 
(250–400 words)

Drawing on today's lecture and in-class 
discussion, identify the financing model 
that best aligns with your normative 
commitments regarding cultural heritage 
stewardship. 

Explain the values or principles that 
inform your preference. Then, identify one 
significant limitation or tension within 
that model and discuss how it might be 
mitigated, either through policy design or 
through combination with other financing 
approaches.
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